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After Jesus finished his affirmative teaching of the Mosaic Law 

in Matthew 5, he then turned to the negative position. In so doing, he 
condemned many of the Israelites of his time for their disobedience 
to Moses. Jesus' urgent plea to the Jews to begin serving God from 
their hearts followed the same pattern as his positive teaching, by 
reminding them of what Moses taught, and then showing them that 
they weren't obeying the law.  

Hypocrisy Condemned—Mt. 6.1-18 

Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before 
men, to be seen of them: else ye have no reward with 
your Father who is in heaven. When therefore thou 
doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto 
you, They have received their reward. But when 
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth: that thine alms may be in secret: 
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense 
thee. And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypo-
crites: for they love to stand and pray in the syna-
gogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they 
have received their reward. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and having 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, 
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense 
thee. And in praying use not vain repetitions, as the 
Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking. Be not therefore like unto 
them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have 



 

need of, before ye ask him. After this manner there-
fore pray ye:...For if ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. Moreover when ye 
fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may be seen 
of men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have re-
ceived their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, 
anoint thy head, and wash thy face; that thou be not 
seen of men to fast, but of thy Father who is in se-
cret: and thy Father, who seeth in secret, shall rec-
ompense thee. 

Old Covenant Teaching 

We've already seen much of the Old Covenant's teaching about 
hypocrisy in our discussion of Mt. 5.8, “blessed are the pure in 
heart.” Briefly, Isaiah condemned hypocrisy in Isa. 29.13 (which 
Jesus quoted in Mt. 15.6-9): 

Then the Lord said, Because this people draw near 
with their words and honor Me with their lipservice, 
but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their 
reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by 
rote. 

In Prov. 4.23, Solomon warned Israel: 

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 
flow the springs of life. 

In Ps. 24.3-4, David wrote: 

Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who 
may stand in His holy place? He who has clean 
hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his 
soul to falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully. 

In Ps. 73.1, the psalmist Asaph wrote: 

Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure 
in heart!  



Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

Not only did Jesus condemn the hypocrisy of many Israelites in 
the Sermon on the Mount, but he also did in Mt. 23.25, 27, 28: 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye cleanse the outside of the cup and of the platter, 
but within they are full from extortion and ex-
cess...Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye 
also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but in-
wardly ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

In Jn. 5.44, Jesus condemned the hypocrisy of the Jews when he 
said: 

How can ye believe, who receive glory one of an-
other, and the glory that cometh from the only God 
ye seek not? 

In Jn. 12.42-43, John said of many of the rulers of Israel: 

Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed on 
him: but because of the Pharisees they did not con-
fess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 
for they loved the glory that is of men more than the 
glory that is of God. 

This was the thrust of Jesus' teaching in Mt. 6.22-24: 

The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore thine 
eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full 
of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is the darkness! No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam-
mon. 

People often misunderstand this passage, thinking that Jesus 
made it illegal to have two masters, or that it's immoral to have two. 



 

That's not the teaching of this passage at all. What Jesus said is that 
no man can, that is, no man is able. No man has the power to serve 
two masters. It's not illegal for me to pull great one-way plows with 
my Volkswagen, nor is it immoral. I just can't do it. The Volkswagen 
doesn't have enough power because it wasn't made for plowing. 

So it is with mankind. We can't serve two masters. Forget 
whether it's immoral or illegal. We don't have the power. Neither did 
the Jews of Jesus' day. 

New Covenant Teaching 

Hypocrisy is roundly condemned in the New Covenant as well. 
For instance, Paul said in Gal. 1.10: 

For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? 
or am I striving to please men? if I were still pleas-
ing men, I should not be a servant of Christ. 

Paul condemned hypocrisy for Christians as did Peter, James, 
and John in II Cor. 7.l1, I Pet. 1.22, I Tim. 1.5, I Tim. 3.9, II Tim. 
2.22, Jas. 4.8, Heb. 10.22, I Jn. 3.2, 3. 

Conclusion 

Jesus' teaching about hypocrisy was not new. He taught the Jews 
just like Moses did. His teaching was attainable for them, and his 
teaching in the New Covenant is attainable for us as well. 

Improper Physical Priorities—Mt. 6.19-34 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves 
break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth consume, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, there 
will thy heart be also...Therefore I say unto you, Be 
not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the 
body than the raiment? Behold the birds of the heav-
en, that they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gath-
er into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth 



them. Are not ye of much more value than they? 
And which of you by being anxious can add one cu-
bit unto the measure of his life? And why are ye 
anxious concerning raiment? Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin: yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if 
God doth so clothe the grass of the field, which to-
day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Be 
not therefore anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But 
seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Be not 
therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow 
will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof. 

Old Covenant Teaching 

 In Dt. 28.2-12, the Old Covenant taught the following about im-
proper physical priorities as Moses said: 

And all these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God. 
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall 
you be in the country. Blessed shall be the offspring 
of your body and the produce of your ground and the 
offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd 
and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be your 
basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be 
when you come in, and blessed shall you be when 
you go out. The Lord will cause your enemies who 
rise up against you to be defeated before you; they 
shall come out against you one way and shall flee 
before you seven ways. The Lord will command the 
blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you 
put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land 
which the Lord your God gives you... 

In Dt. 31.6, Moses said: 



 

Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or trem-
ble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who 
goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. 

God promised Joshua in Josh. 1.5: 

No man will be able to stand before you all the days 
of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be 
with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 

In Ps. 118.6, the Psalmist said: 

The Lord is for me: I will not fear; what can man do 
to me? 

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

Thus, Jesus taught Jews, who didn't have proper physical priori-
ties, the same thing Moses taught them. In Mt. 6.33, he told them: 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness and all these things shall be added unto you. 

In verse thirty of this context, he called them, “O ye of little 
faith.” They didn't even believe Moses! 

New Covenant Teaching 

The teaching of Christ in the New Covenant is the same. Paul 
said in Phil. 4.6, 7, and 19: 

In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall guard your 
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus...And my 
God shall supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  

The author of Hebrews, quoting from Ps. 118.6, said in Heb. 
13.5, 6: 

Be ye free from the love of money; content with 
such things as ye have: for himself hath said, I will 
in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake 



thee. So that with good courage we say, The Lord is 
my helper; I will not fear; what shall man do unto 
me. 

Conclusion 

Jesus taught Jews on their attitude toward earthly possessions 
exactly as Moses had. 

Hypocritical Judgment—Mt. 7.1-5  

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto 
you. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, 
Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye; and lo, the 
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out 
first the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye.  

Old Covenant Teaching 

We noticed much about hypocritical judgment in our discussion 
of Matthew 5-6. The Old Covenant didn't forbid all judgment. Judi-
cial sentences were to be meted out for blasphemy, sexual sins, strik-
ing parents, property damage, false prophets, sorcerers, and idolaters. 
However, God roundly condemned hypocritical judgment. 

Notice Solomon's warning regarding hasty judgment in Prov. 
18.13: 

He who gives an answer before he hears, It is folly 
and shame to him. 

Solomon continued in Prov. 18.17: 

The first to plead his case seems just, until another 
comes and examines him. 

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covement 

Jesus didn't forbid judgment either. In Jn. 7.24, he said: 



 

Judge not according to appearance, but judge right-
eous judgment. 

Thus, he commanded judging righteously, just as Moses did. 

New Covenant Teaching 

Inspiration has preserved many examples requiring righteous 
judgment in the New Covenant. For example, in I Cor. 5.9-13, Paul 
commanded righteous judgment of the impenitent fornicator in the 
church at Corinth: 

I wrote unto you in my epistle to have no company 
with fornicators; not at all meaning with the fornica-
tors of this world, or with the covetous and 
extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 
needs go out of the world: but as it is, I wrote unto 
you not to keep company, if any man that is named a 
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such 
a one no, not to eat. For what have I to do with judg-
ing them that are without? Do not ye judge them that 
are within? But them that are without God judgeth. 
Put away the wicked man from among yourselves. 

I Tim. 5.19 contains similar teaching in the special case of the 
elders of a local church: 

Against an elder receive not an accusation, except at 
the mouth of two or three witnesses. 

I Tim. 1.5 says: 

But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart 
and a good conscience and faith unfeigned: 

Conclusion 

On the topic of hypocritical judgment, Moses and Jesus taught 
Jews the same thing the New Covenant requires of Christians. In no 
case was this teaching too noble or unattainable for the people of 
God. The ability of the Jews to obey God in these matters only in-
creases the power of the New Covenant teaching. 



Dependence on God—Mt. 7.6-12 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
cast your pearls before the swine, lest haply they 
trample them under their feet, and turn and rend you. 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for eve-
ry one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 
Or what man is there of you, who, if his son shall 
ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone; or if he 
shall ask for a fish, will give him a serpent? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to them that ask 
him? All things therefore whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto 
them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Old Covenant Teaching 

We summarized the teaching of the Old Covenant regarding atti-
tude toward possessions in our section on Mt. 6.19-34.  

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

See the comments on Mt. 6.19-34. 
Notice in Mt. 7.12, generally referred to as the “Golden Rule 

given by Jesus.” This was not new teaching from Jesus. He said: 
“This is the law and the prophets.” This is not gospel teaching, but 
exactly what Moses and the prophets taught. The Jews' treatment of 
each other should have been according to what we call the Golden 
Rule. When it was not, God was not even desirous of their formal 
religious service. For a full discussion of this subject, please see 
Chapter 15, “Formality vs. Humanity.” 

New Covenant Teaching 

See the comments on Mt. 6.19-34. 

Conclusion 

See the comments on Mt. 6.19-34. 



 

Two Ways—Mt. 7.13-14 

Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is 
the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto 
life, and few are they that find it. 

Old Covenant Teaching 

Notice that Moses taught the same principle in Dt. 30.19, 20: 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, 
that I have set before you life and death, the blessing 
and the curse. So choose life in order that you may 
live, you and your descendants, by loving the Lord 
your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast 
to Him; for this is your life and the length of your 
days, that you may live in the land which the Lord 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
to give them. 

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

Mt. 7.13-14 teaches the same thing to the same people, urging 
them to choose life, just as Moses had. 

New Covenant Teaching 

Paul, in Rom. 6.15-23, gave the same choice to Christians: 

What then? shall we sin, because we are not under 
law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that 
to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto obe-
dience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-
ness? thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were serv-
ants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered; and 
being made free from sin, ye became servants of 
righteousness....For the wages of sin is death; but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 



Conclusion 

Jesus gave no new teaching in this section. He taught the same 
truths as Moses, to the same people.  

Warnings of False Prophets—Mt. 7.15-20 

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 
By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but the corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  

Old Covenant Teaching 

In Dt. 13.1-5, Moses taught physical Israel: 

If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among 
you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign 
or the wonder comes true, concerning which he 
spoke to you, saying, Let us go after other gods 
(whom you have not known) and let us serve them, 
you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or 
that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is 
testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall 
follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you 
shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 
serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that 
dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he 
has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God 
who brought you from the land of Egypt and re-
deemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce 
you from the way in which the Lord your God 
commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil 
from among you. 

Another important Old Covenant passage is Dt. 18.22: 



 

When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if 
the thing does not come about or come true, that is 
the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The proph-
et has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be 
afraid of him. 

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

Not only does Mt. 7.15-20 teach this same truth, but Mt. 24.4, 5, 
and 11 do as well: 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed 
that no man lead you astray. For many shall come in 
my name, saying, I am the Christ, and shall lead 
many astray...And many false prophets shall arise, 
and shall lead many astray. 

New Covenant Teaching 

Peter taught this to Christians in II Pet. 2.1-2: 

But there arose false prophets also among the peo-
ple, as among you also there shall be false teachers, 
who shall privily bring in destructive heresies, deny-
ing even the Master that bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the way 
of the truth shall be evil spoken of. 

Conclusion 

Jesus' teaching on this topic was not new. He taught the same 
thing Moses had taught to the same people. 

Obedient Faith in the Messiah—Mt. 7.21-23 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not proph-
esy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, 
and by thy name do many mighty works? And then 



will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Old Covenant Teaching 

In Dt. 18.18, Moses taught: 

I will raise up a prophet from among their country-
men like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

Near the end of his life, Moses gave Israel the same choice to ei-
ther obey or disobey in Dt. 30.19: 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, 
that I have set before you life and death, the blessing 
and the curse. So choose life in order that you may 
live, you and your descendants... 

Jesus Taught Jews the Same as Old Covenant 

In Jn. 8.24, the Messiah promised to the Israelites gave them 
their choice: 

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die 
in your sins. 

In Jn. 5.36, Jesus declared: 

But the witness which I have is greater than that of 
John; for the works which the Father hath given me 
to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness 
of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

New Covenant Teaching 

As Jesus' apostles preached the entrance requirements of the 
New Covenant, the same choice was given to all men. For example, 
in Mk. 16.15-16, we read: 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
disbelieveth shall be condemned. 



 

Similarly, in Ac. 3.22-23, Peter told the Jews: 

Moses indeed said, A prophet shall the Lord God 
raise up unto you from among your brethren, like 
unto me; to him shall ye hearken in all things what-
soever he shall speak unto you. And it shall be, that 
every soul that shall not hearken to that prophet, 
shall be utterly destroyed from among the people. 

Conclusion 

The two choices Jesus presented to the Jews of his day were the 
same two ways Moses presented. All men today have the same 
choices, as well. 

Conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount 

As we've come to the end of a brief journey through the Sermon 
on the Mount, we've not found one thing in this sermon that is not in 
the Law of Moses. The Sermon on the Mount is not New Covenant 
teaching, but Old Covenant. Jesus was striving to restore the Jews of 
his day, to avoid the destruction of the nation. 

 
This essay is excerpted from The Teaching of Jesus: A Faithful 

Rabbi Urgently Warns Rebellious Israel by Samuel G. Dawson, 
available from Amazon.com 

 


